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ARKANSAS CHICK PLACEMENTS UP 3 PERCENT FROM LAST YEAR

Broiler-type chicks placed for meat production in Arkansas was 24.3 million during the week ending July 12, 2003.
Placements were up 3 percent from the comparable week in 2002, but down 4 percent from the  previous week, and
included 2.9 million chicks shipped in from other states.  Cumulative placements from December 29, 2002 through
July 12, 2003 were 684.3 million, up 1 percent from the same period a year earlier. 

The broiler-type chicks hatched for the week was 25.1 million, down 1 percent from  the corresponding week a year
earlier, and down 2 percent from the previous week.  Of the total hatch, 3.2 million chicks were shipped out of the
state.  Average hatchability for chicks hatched was 81.6 percent.

Arkansas hatcheries set 30.7 million broiler-type eggs during the week ending July 12, 2003, up slightly from the
same period last year, and down fractionally from the previous week.

NET PLACEMENTS CHICKS  HATCHED EGGS  SET

Week   % % %
Ending  2002       2003   Change   2002       2003   Change  2002  2003   Change

   1,000   1,000    1,000

  Jun.    7     25,785    24,744    96    25,986   25,944  100     30,870     30,797  100

  Jun.  14     24,765    24,094    97    25,846   25,855  100     30,448     31,052  102

  Jun.  21     23,720    24,892  105    25,422   25,268    99     30,594     30,754  101

  Jun.  28     25,058    24,413    97    25,606   25,540  100     29,971     29,935  100

  Jul.     5     24,317    25,195  104    25,365   25,629  101     29,561     30,676  104

  Jul.   12     23,672    24,296  103    25,372   25,097    99     30,567     30,669  100

   CHICKS PLACED IN ARKANSAS, 2002-2003
    

     EGGS SET, 2002 - 2003



EGGS SET IN 19 SELECTED STATES DOWN 2 PERCENT 

Commercial hatcheries in the 19-state weekly program set 205 million eggs during the week ending July 12, 2003.  This
was down 2 percent from the eggs set the corresponding week a year earlier.  Average hatchability for chicks hatched
during the week was 83 percent.  Average hatchability is calculated by dividing chicks hatched during the week by eggs
set three weeks earlier.

BROILER CHICKS PLACED UP SLIGHTLY

Broiler growers in the 19-state weekly program placed 169 million chicks for meat production during the week ending
July 12, 2003.  Placements were up slightly from the comparable week a year earlier.  Cumulative placements from
December 29, 2002 through July 12, 2003 were 4.71 billion, down 1 percent from the same period a year earlier. 


